Early catastrophic failure of trochanteric fixation with the Dall-Miles Cable Grip System.
Multi-filament orthopaedic cerclage cables have been used in clinical practice for several decades, and are commonly utilized to provide greater trochanteric fixation following an osteotomy or fracture. We present the first known report of patients who experienced early catastrophic failure following use of the Dall-Miles Cable Grip System (DMCGS). A root cause analysis determined that the jaws of one crimper had an increased distance at closure, resulting in inadequate ultimate fixation strength. It was discovered that operating room staff had not been trained to perform regular calibration checks and the required calibration tool was not included in any of the institution's DMCGS sets. Surgeons should be aware that these surgical instruments require regular maintenance and should be gauge tested prior to every use.